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Angling Overview 2014 Season 

The 2014 salmon season will go down as 
an overall poor season for both spring 
salmon and grilse with all the major rivers 
in Europe reporting catches down by 
around 50% on average. 

 
A fresh Grilse from the Owenduff in June 

 
The weather patterns followed those of 
2013 and we suffered low water 
conditions again through most of the peak 
fishing months on our fishery with very 
little rain during most of the summer 
months on the Moy. 

May and June saw a few rises in water and 
some good days were had on the upper 
Moy but not as many as we are used to. 

 
Good Water in the Owenduff 

August was the one month that did fish 
well with more regular rises in water and 
as a result it returned a very healthy 160 
fish for the month on Mount Falcon 
proving to be the most productive month 
for the second year running. 

 
Paul Vankempen with a grilse from the Ridge pool 

in July 
 
September also had its’ highlights with a 
few good days but no significant late run 
of fish appeared in the last two weeks of 
our season. 

 

Mount Falcon fishery 5 year average: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Season 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 5 yr 
average 

Rod 
Catch 1069 603 715 380 306 614 



Fishery Report – May 2014 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Mount Falcon produced its first fish on 
18th May to Shane Maloney fishing 
Cunningham’s Pool. This was a fresh fish 
weighing 9.75lb.  
 

 
Shane Maloney with first fish of the 2014 season 

From Mount Falcon Fishery 
 

  
We had low angling pressure until the last 
week of month, and had to wait until the 
27th for our next Moy fish. This was a sea-
liced salmon weighing 10.25lb taken by 
Doug Armstrong from the Wall Pool 
Straight on a flying C. This was followed up 
by a second fish weighing 9.5lb for the 
same angler from the same pool the next 
day.  
 
 
Our guests fishing the 3 Rivers packages 
on Carramore rose a number of fish to the 
fly, with John Murray boating a fish of 5lb 
on the 28th.  
Tim Jessop (U.K.) landed a fish on the 
Owenduff to a small black stoat’s tail and 
lost another the same day. Also on the 
Owenduff, Dutch Angling Journalist Rudy 
Van Duijnhoven had an 8lb spring fish on 
fly fishing the upper Rock House Water on 
May 23rd.  
 

 

 



Fishery Report – June 2014  
 
The month started with Frenchman Phillip 
Bonnange landing his first ever salmon on 
Mount Falcon Estate and adding to this 
the next day both fish were 5lbs and taken 
on spinner.  
 

 
Father and Son team Jimmy and Luke Dietz 

 
The water rose during the second week 
and there was some great fishing by our 
guests on the upper Moy, notably Father 
and Son team Jimmy and Luke Dietz from 
the USA, who landed 5 salmon in 2 days 
fishing with Mount Falcon guide John 
Seery, their best fish was 9lbs. 
 Other successfully anglers were regular 
visitors Richard Bambridge and his family 
from Luxemburg they landed 3 fish in two 
days fishing with Mount Falcon’s ghillie 
Michael O’Kane.  
Water levels were low now and fishing 
became harder but a first salmon on a 
Toby for Pierre Blisset from Paris was 
landed on the 24th June, also that week 
William More from the UK had an 8lbs fish 
spinning and Jonathan Macready had a 
fish of 5lbs on worm.  
 

 
Fresh grilse from Connors Gap 

 
The last few days of the month saw a few 
more Grilse arriving and George Bingham 
landed 4lbs fish on the worm. Lucas 
Oechslin was back at Mount Falcon with 2 
friends who had not caught a salmon 
before, the entire group landed fish with a 
total of eight salmon landed, the best a 
9lbs fish on the fly. They were fishing our 3 
rivers package from the Owenduff; and 
they also managed 11 Sea Trout, to 3lbs all 
returned. 

 
Lucas Oechslin from Switzerland with the fish 

from Ballisdare 
 

 



Fishery Report – July 2014 

July brought sunshine and high 
temperatures to the Moy Valley, the river 
dropped and the water temperature 
increased. Despite this some fish did leave 
the tidal waters and make it to the Mount 
Falcon beats. Fishing conditions were 
difficult but despite this our guests did 
manage to catch a respectable 48 salmon 
on our private water.  

 Owenduff – 12.5lb on! 

The first week of the month the Lucas 
Oechslin party (Switzerland), timed their 
arrival with a small flash flood on the 
Owenduff, where Lucas succeeded in 
catching his first salmon on the fly (5lb). A 
second salmon of 9lb was taken on the fly 
together with 10 sea-trout before the 
water dropped. Lucas followed up his fish 
on the Owenduff with another salmon 
from Mount Falcon at Connor’s Gap.  

Regular visitors Mark Gessink and Paul 
Vankempen from Holland took salmon on 
The Ridge Pool, Mount Falcon and 
Carramore Lake during their stay.  

The Moy did have one short lived rise in 
water level on the 17th of the month, and 
8 salmon were taken from the Mount 
Falcon stretch on that day. The Gerhard 
Zahn party (Germany) all had salmon 
(worm/spinner), as did the Schadrack 
Geno (Germany) party.  

Victoria Roberts (UK) on her second visit 
to Mount Falcon had a successful week 
catching 5 fish (best 6lb), 3 were taken at 
Mount Falcon while the other 2 were 
caught on fly on the Ridge Pool, and she 
also lost a fish on fly on Beltra Lake.  

At this time there was also a significant 
(but short lived) rise on the Owenduff and 
the Michael English party (UK) caught 6 
salmon and 8 sea trout under the 
guidance of Mount Falcon ghillie Michael 
O’Kane. The largest fish weighed in at 
12.5lb.  



Fishery Report – July 2014  

 
 
 

 
Mike Bowsher – 7lb 

 
On his first visit to the Moy, Mike Bowsher 
had 5 fish, with his last day being a red 
letter one when he took 4 salmon 
including a fresh fish of around 7lb from 
the Wall Pool. Gary Jerks, a regular visitor 
from UK, had 7 fish for his week, while his 
fishing companion Mike Hornsby had 2.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ridge Pool Salmon (Buettler Party) 

 
The Beat Buettler party of 3 (Switzerland) 
here on a fly fishing package all succeeded 
in catching their first fly caught salmon, 
the venues being the Moy and Carramore 
Lake.  
 
 
 



Fishery Report – August 2014  
 
A few short-lived floods during the month 
had a positive effect on angling, and 
August turned out to be our most 
productive month on the Moy to date. 
This was despite a number of days being 
lost due to the colour of the water. In total 
Mount Falcon guests caught 160 salmon 
and grilse on our private stretch of the 
Moy.  
 

 
Diccon Jordan with 7lb fresh fish 

 
During the first week regular guests the 
Jordan family from England had 22 fish for 
5 days angling. On one of the days, all 3 
generations, Nicol (82) his son Diccon 
(pictured above) and grandson Craig all 
banked salmon. The largest fish a 10lb 
salmon was landed on the Wall Pool by 
Craig.  
The Whitwell party from Lancashire had a 
quiet start to their week but still managed 
to catch 28 salmon between 5 anglers in 
their 6 days fishing.  

On the 8th 72 year old Martain 
O'Chongaile on his first outing salmon 
fishing caught a grilse of around 5lb, this 
was followed up the next day with a 7lb 
fish caught in low water conditions from 
the Wall Pool. The following day John 
Maloney (84) took a similar sized salmon 
again from the Wall Pool.  
 

 
Martain O'Chongaile with first ever salmon 

 
Northern Ireland guests George Bingham 
and son Andy (pictured) had a successful 
few days at Mount Falcon with Andy 
catching his first salmon. In total they had 
6 fish including a 7 lb and 8lb fish.  
On their second visit to Mount Falcon this 
year Mr & Mrs Bolton and Mr & Mrs Hart 
from Lancashire England had 17 fish for 3 
days fishing. These included first fish for 
both the ladies. The majority of the fish 
were taken on bubble and fly.  
 
 



Fishery Report – August 2014  
 
Dr Terrence Bradley (N. Ireland) a regular 
guest to Mount Falcon showed that even 
in extremely low water conditions that fish 
could be still be taken on fly, by extracting 
a grilse from the Wall Pool on a skated 
tube.  
 

 
Andrew Bingham from Northern Ireland 

 
Over the last weekend of the month the 
McIntyre party of 3 anglers’ winners of a 
complementary stay through a radio 
competition enjoyed excellent fishing 
catching 16 salmon in 2 days.  
 

 
Michael O’Kane – Mount Falcon ghillie with his 

trophy 
 

On the 24th August the Irish Open Spey 
Casting Competition was held on the Moy 
at Foxford as part of The Foxford River 
Festival. The competition was held to 
international standards for 15’ rods, the 
casters wading with a 40⁰ angle change to 
the cast. We are delighted that Mount 
Falcon Ghillie Michael O’Kane was overall 
champion with a cast of 151’, 6’ further 
than the runner up.  
 
Michael is only 22 years old and has been 
working with us for the last 2 years. If you 
are a complete beginner or want to brush-
up on your Spey Casting we can arrange a 
lesson.  
 The flood at the end of the August saw a 
dramatic improvement in the fishing with 
resident fish coming on the take, it was 
also good to see fresh sea-liced fish also 
being caught.  

 
 



Fishery Report – September 2014  
 
The dry weather continued right to the 
end of the season with no rise in water 
during the final month. This, as it did for 
the majority of the season, resulted in very 
difficult fishing conditions with mostly 
resident fish with just a few fresh fish 
entering the river on the higher 
September tides. In total Mount Falcon 
guests caught 81 salmon and grilse on our 
private stretch of the Moy.  
 

 
One on the spinner  

 
During the first week Stephen Taylor 
Winter – Northern Ireland party of 2 rods 
did well with 8 fish in three days.  
A special mention to Mike Gifford party 
Mikes 91 year old father getting a Salmon 
and Mike himself landing 2 fish.  
The second week highlight was a first ever 
Salmon to Ross Campbell on the fly on a 
skated mini tube a nice fresh 6lbs fish.  

  
 
TACKLE requirements 3 rivers 
Salmon package. 
 
The small spate rivers and can be 
Comfortably covered (in all but the most 
Extreme conditions of high water and high 
Wind) with a 10’ or 10 ½ ‘ rod #8. Both 
Rivers are quite open and there is room 
for overhead casting. 
The fish are quite free rising on both rivers 
and a floating line coupled with a variety 
of sinking leaders will cover most 
conditions. 
 
 
Flies – traditional Irish Shrimp flies such as 
The Orange and Gold, Curries Red, 
Coolraw Killer are effective on both 
waters. Park shrimps and the Cascade in 
Its many guises will also take fish, 
Particularly when some colour is in the 
water. The Owenduff tends to run high 
And clean during a flood and black flies, 
Stoats Tails, Silver Stoats and Black 
Pennell’s take their fair share of both 
Salmon and sea-trout. 
 
 
Mount Falcon carries a suitable range of 
Rods/reels and flies for the Spate Rivers 
and the Moy. Sat-navs are provided to 
Guests going to the offsite fishing. Private 
ghillies can be arranged.  
 



Looking forward to the 2015 Season 
 
While it is usually May before the 
Season gets into full swing on 
Mount Falcon’s Moy stretch the 
3 Rivers Package now offers 
Anglers staying with us the opportunity of 
an early spring fish on the fly from river or 
Lake. 
 
Once again we will be offering 4 nights 
Packages with 3 days fishing based on 2 
anglers staying in a self-catering lodge. 
Both spring salmon and summer salmon 
Packages will be available. In addition to 
the rivers and lake in the spring package, 
the summer package will give anglers the 
Opportunity to fish the Moy (Mount 
Falcon Water and/or Moy Fishery), and 
the lakes that make up the Burishoole 
system. 
 
Given the quality of the fishing from July 
onwards we would advise early booking 
for the Mount Falcon water. 
Offers will be regularly placed on the 
Mount Falcon website and our Fishery 
Manager Stuart is available to put 
together bespoke packages to cover your 
angling requirements. 
In addition to our salmon fishing, we also 
offer guests the opportunity to fish our 
private Trout Lake. We also have clay 
Pigeon shooting, falconry, archery and a 
driving range within the grounds of the 
Hotel. Swimming pool, spa, woodland 
trails, bicycle Hire, children’s playground, 
proximity to Beaches and areas of 
outstanding natural beauty means that the 
needs of all the Family are met not just the 
angler.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Self-catering Courtyard Lodge 

 
 

 
Trout Lake 

 
 

 
Mount Falcon 



 
 

Mount Falcon, 
Foxford Road, 
Ballina, 
County Mayo 
Republic of Ireland 

For Enquiries Please contact 
Stuart Price - Fishery Manager 

Email – fisheries@mountfalcon.com 
Tel – 00353 96 74472 

www.mountfalcon.com 
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